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210. George S. Davis. 1893.
Appendicitis, " the new disease," as the daily pressis apt to designate it, has become a term both well

understood by the physician and dreaded by the com-

munity. The numerous contributions to the literature
of the subject during the past eight years form a mass
of titles very discouraging to one who attempts to
make a thorough investigation of what has beeu accom-
plished. It is, therefore, with gratitude that we call
attention to this monograph which offers a substantial
help to all who desire to acquire more than text-hook
information on this interesting and important subject.Dr. Talatnon has no intention of giving merely an his-
torical and analytical statement of what has beeu ac-
complished, but he is earnest in bringing forward cer-
tain personal views which will carry more or less
weight. Some of them may be briefly referred to with
the statement that they are given no undue prominence
and form merely a part of the volume which is intended
to represent a comprehensive consideration of the whole
subject.

His theory of the origin of an attack of appendicitis
is based upon the supposition that an intestinal concre-
tion 8uddeuly penetrates the appendicular canal and
there gives rise to the incipient pain aud subsequent
disturbances. He believes that the concretions are
formed in the ctncuui, because they "are perfectly
round." This statement is in opposition to the daily
observations of elongated, oval, flattened or cylindrical
concretions iu the appeudix, both in health and in dis-
ease.
The author apparently forgets that the hernial pro-

trusions of the mucous membrane of the large intestine
are not present in the caicum and that when found,
even in large numbers, iu the U6ual site, the descend-
ing colon, they rarely produce any disturbance.

The important distinction is rightly made between a

relapsing and a recurring appendicitis. In the former
the intervals between the attacks are so 8hort that tho
disease is always present; it is a chronic appendicitis
with exacerbations and remissions. In the recurring
appendicitis each recurrence takes place after an inter-
val of months or years of freedom and has all the
characteristics of tho original attack.
It is in this connection that the author's considera-

tion of appendicular colic is so important. This symp-
tom has often led to the diaguoais of an acute appen-
dicitis, to au immediate operation and to the extirpation
of an appeudix free from any obvious anatomical
change. The mistaking of appendicular colic for per-
forativo appendicitis should be the bugbear of the sur-

geon as its opposite should be the dread of the physi-
cian. According to Talatnon "chronic relapsing
appendicitis is rather an infirmity than a malady men-

acing to life."
The treatment of appendicitis should depend upon

the belief in an existing or threatening perforation.
Our author says that in the immense majority of cases
our knowledge as to the presence or absence of the
perforation is made clear by the third or fourth day.
He believes, however, that it is almost impossible, dur-
ing the first week to decide with certainty upon the
presence of pus. Hence the surgeon should not be

called for till the seventh or eighth day. This rule,
however, is not absolute as he recognizes the impor-
tance of considering each case by itself.
" 'Theoretically, surgical interference is indicated as

soon as the diagnoBis of perforativo appendicitis is made.
Practically, this interference- should be immediate in
the forms attended with peritonitis which becomes
general from the outset. ... It ought, in our judg-
ment, to be put off till the eighth or twelfth day in the
forms with partial peritonitis, as the diagnosis of sup-
puration cannot be made certain during tho first week,
and the chances of recovery seem to us the greater the
more thoroughly the purulent collection is encysted."
It is satisfactory in a book written by a foreigner to

find the author more than willing to show an apprecia-
tion of the work of American physicians and surgeons
in redirecting attention to the appendix as the frequent
cause of serious and fatal disease. His monograph
bristles with American names and full credit is aasigned
for their work.
Dr. Talamon has given an admirable statement of

our present knowledge of the subject, and Dr. Hurd is
to be complimented on the excellence of his translation.
If the volume had been better published, its cost would
have interfered with its usefulness.
The Law of Cremation; An Outline of the Law Re-
lating to Cremation, Ancient and Modern. ByAubrey Richardson, Solicitor. London: Reeves
& Turner. 1893.
The primary aud special purpose of this book is to

state in explicit terms the legal status of cremation in
the various civilized countries where it is practised,and the regulations which have beeu instituted to
govern its administration. The work is something
more than this, however, for it gives a concise historyof the whole subject, showing the widespread adoptionof the funeral pyre by the earliest nations of autiquityfor the disposal of their dead, the distinct influence of
Christianity in opposing the custom aud in favoring in-
humation instead, and the more recent reaction toward
a return to the earlier practico of inciuoratiou, but
with greatly improved methods and ampler safeguards.
The regulations which have been ordained by various
governments, or by the cremation societies themselves,
to reduce to the lowest terms the possibility of destroy-
ing evidence of crime when a dead body is incinerated,
are fully set forth and appear to be in every instance
entirely adequate. The volume is a seasonable aud in-
teresting contribution to the literature of the subject
and will prove particularly acceptable to those who
advocate the reform which cremation is designed to

bring about.
The Throat and Nose and their Diseases. With 120
illustrations in color, and 235 engravings by the
author. By Lennox Browne, F.R.C.S.E., Senior
Surgeon to the London Throat and Ear Hospital,
etc. Fourth edition, 734 pages. Philadelphia:
Lea Brothers & Co. 1893.
The fact that the third edition of this book was so

soon exhausted that it has been out of print for nearly
two years is sufficient indication of its popularity.
The principal additions in this edition are in the

chapters on nasal deformities, and on the membranous
affectioiiB of the mucous membranes. The number of
pages has not been increased, and the book will un-
doubtedly still hold its position as a safe and practicaltext-book, well arranged and of convenient size.
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